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as a second secretary at the Soviet Mission fjjSm 
in Geneva sidled up to a Western diplomat 

attending a United Nations conference a Sgp58 '-jp 

few years back and murmured. "I think 
Brezhnev stinks." i jPB Bk 

As "Andrei" — who at that time was also 
a major in the Soviet military intelligence jjgtlijsgfif la k H 
service, the GRU — tells the story, he ■’jent 

..s ^no (ollo^-up The Western diplopia! 

common denominator is high intelligence. 
combined with self-confidence, even arro- 

3SS2K?^S3S? 

“I have not defected from my people or my country. I P°' ,c e and intelligence agency and as an outlet for 
have come to the West to help them.** Bitov is the propaganda. Bitov seized his chance, during a visit to 
former foreign editor of Literary Gazette, familiarly the Ven * c ^ . . ™ festival last September, to make con- 

known in Moscow as "KGB Gazette'* because it is used tact with British officials. He is now living in England, 

to provide cover for operatives of that Soviet secret °[™* H? a * n ^ actors in Bitov's decision to defect * 

was that he had expected a thaw in the Soviet treatment L ‘ w " 

of writers'and ideas after Brezhnev’s death. Instead. 
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